Anatomic importance of the retrofacial air tract.
The retrofacial air tract is a constant and relevant anatomic landmark for the temporal bone surgeon. By purposefully dissecting this space, one is able to safely identify the facial nerve, endolymphatic sac, and jugular bulb. The retrofacial air tract also provides access to the petrous apex. Forty temporal bones of varying degrees of pneumatization were dissected in order to study the retrofacial air tract. A well-developed air tract was easily identified in all specimens. We describe our anatomic findings and discuss the surgical relevance and important of the retrofacial air tract.